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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . This is a replay to the amendment filed on 05/28/08, in which, claims 1,3-15 are 
pending. Claims 1 and 9 are independent and claims 3-8 and 10-15 are dependent. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 9 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant argues, that the prior art 
does not teach that the processing condition including file format information inputted 
from operation panel. Upon further review, the examiner has incorporated Koga et al 
(USP 5717794), to further teach this limitation. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 05/29/08; 1 0/05/05; 
05/03/04, have been reviewed. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 
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37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information disclosure 
statement. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

5. Claims 1,3-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sato (USP 7,265,859) in view of Inaba et al. (USP 6.466.327, and further in view of 
Koga (USP 5,717,794). 



Regarding to claim 1 , Sato (859) teaches a network scanner for reading an 
original document and forwarding read data to a designated terminal connected to a 
network, (a scanner 2070 of fig 2 and 3, read document and transfer scanned data to 
external device facsimile in connection with LAN/WAN network interface 2011/2051 OF 
FIG 2, via controller 200 fig 2, [200 acts as multifunction device], col.4, lines10-25), 
comprising: an operating panel including input means and display means and input unit, 
(operation unit 2012 as shown in fig 2 and 4, includes a display unit [functional LCD] 
2013 and input unit [various keys] shown in fig 4, see col.4, lines 47-60 and col. 6, 
line15-35); and 
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control means (controller unit 200 of fig 2, includes a CPU 2001 which control the 
system based on program stored in ROM 2003, col.4, lines 30-35) for acquiring 
information on a processing condition by controlling the operating panel so as to allow 
an operator to carry out a prescribed input operation via the operating panel (controller 
unit 200 of fig 2, includes a CPU 2001 as shown in fig 2, which control the system 
based on program stored in ROM 2003, [see col.4, lines 30-35], wherein image 
acquiring process is started on the basis an instruction from CPU 2001 in the control 
unit 200 via operation unit 2012 includes a display unit so as to allow a user can select 
a sheets of various sheet size and direction, col. 6, lines 5-15, and see also col.4, lines 
52-60). 

Although Sato (859) shows executing the processes of reading an original 
document, generating transmission data and forwarding the transmission data to a 
designated terminal (as shown in fig 2), Sato fails to explicitly disclose executing the 
processes of reading an original document, generating transmission data and 
forwarding the transmission data to a designated terminal according to the acquired 
processing condition. 

Inaba (327), in the same area of image forming and processing system, teaches 
executing the processes of reading an original document, generating transmission data 
and forwarding the transmission data to a designated terminal according to the acquired 
processing condition, (when the recording key has been selected [step 702 of fig 7] 
recording condition are set [step S703 of fig 7], and reader unit 1 reads the original 
document, thereafter data is transmitted to the external storage device 6 of fig 7, based 
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on the recording condition, such as number pages, the size of paper and like, see col. 5, 
lines 15-28, and see also col. 6, lines 15-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Sato (859) 
to include: executing the processes of reading an original document, generating 
transmission data and forwarding the transmission data to a designated terminal 
according to the acquired processing condition. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified image processing device Sato (859) by the 
teaching of Inaba (327), for the following reasons: (a) It would have provide a simplified 
setting of image processing system with an effective job control method having a multi 
function device which includes a copier, a facsimile, a scanner and a printer that can 
communicate with a plurality external apparatuses, as suggested by Inaba (327). 

Therefore, it should be clear to one skilled in the art that anyone of a wide variety 
of a multifunction processing (MFP) and communication devices can be similarly 
employed to accomplish this desired result without depending from the teaching of the 
present invention. 

However, Sato '859' in combination with Inaba '327' still dose not teaches a 
processing condition which includes file format inputted on operation panel. 

Koga '794' in the same area of information processing apparatus as shown in fig 
1 , discloses or teaches processing condition which includes file format inputted on 
operation panel, (processing condition corrector 116 serves to set and correct the area 
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to-be-processed, scanner input ("scan image") conditions, recognition conditions, output 
conditions, etc. through the operation panel 1501 of fig 15, including mouse 125 or the 
keyboard 126, also a he scanner used to input conditions include such input conditions 
as the resolution of a scanner, the conditions include such conditions as a character 
size, a character pitch, character sorts (handwritten or printed, and Japanese, symbols, 
numerals or English), a font type and vertical or lateral writing in the document to-be- 
recognized. The output conditions include such conditions as the presence or absence 
of a space output, the presence or absence of a new-paragraph output and an output 
file format (text, word processor or TEX). The format "TEX" is a kind of page descriptive 
language developed by Donald Knuth, col. 7, lines 27-44). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified image processing device Sato (859) 
and Inaba (327), as further combined with Koga '794' for the following reasons: (a) It 
would have provide a simplified setting of image processing system with an effective job 
control method having a multi function device which includes a copier, a facsimile, a 
scanner and a printer that can communicate with a plurality external apparatuses. 

As to claim 2, Sato (859) further teaches a network scanner, (a scanner 2070 of 
fig 2 and 3, read document and transfer scanned data to external device via 200 of fig 2, 
through LAN 2001 of fig 2), further comprising transmission data composing means 
(image compression unit 2040 fig 2) that can generate transmission data in any one of a 
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plurality of file formats, image compression the control means (controller unit 200 of fig 
2) allowing an operator to designate one of the file formats for the transmission data as 
a processing condition from the operating panel (image compression unit 2040, a 
means for composing the transmission data, and generate data to be transmitted using 
any of formats such as JPEG, MMR or MH,[see col. 5, lines25-30], so that a user can 
select one of the formats for transmission of data as a processing condition via user 
interface on the bases of an instruction from CPU 2001, col. 5, lines 20-30, and col. 6, 
lines 16-27). 

As to claim 3, Sato (859) further teaches a network scanner (a network scanner 
shown in fig 3) wherein the control means (CPU 2001 of fig 3) displays an icon 
indicating a selected one of the file formats on the display means (operation unit 2012 
includes an LCD 2013 on which touch panel sheet adhered to screen, and plural soft 
and hard keys for selecting positional information when a soft key is depressed, so that 
a selection can be made on the display means 2013, wherein soft keys is output to CPU 
2001 of the controller unit 200 through operation unit l/F 2006, see col.6, lines 16-30). 

As to claim 4, Sato (859) further teaches a network scanner (scanner as shown 
in fig 4) wherein the control means (instruction from CPU 2001 in controller 200 of fig 3) 
allows an operator to select a file name for the transmission data from the operating 
panel as a processing condition (a user can select one of the formats for transmission of 
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data as a processing condition via user interface 2006 of fig 3, on the bases of an 
instruction from CPU 2001, col.5, lines 20-30, and col.6, lines 16-27). 

As to claim 5, Sato (859) further teaches a network scanner (a network scanner 
2070 of fig 4), wherein the input means (operation unit 2012 of fig 4, as input means) of 
the operating panel (2012 of fig 4) comprises keys (soft and hard touch keys shown in 
fig 4) that allow entry of characters, (operation panel 2012 includes LCD 2013 with a 
various of key to input data), and the control means (CPU 2001 of fig 3) allows an 
operator to enter a file name consisting of a string of characters by operating the keys, 
(instruction from CPU 2001 in controller 200 of fig 3, allows a user to input data such as 
file name via operating keys shown in fig 4, col. col.6, lines 16-27). 

As to claim 6, Sato (859) further teaches a network scanner, (a network scanner 
2070 of fig 4), wherein the control means (controller 200 of fig 2, includes CPU 2001 of 
fig 3) allows an operator to select one of a standard file name stored in a memory unit 
(2002 of fig 2) and an arbitrary file name that can be entered from the input means, 
(controller 200 of fig 2, includes CPU 2001 of fig 3, permits a user to select a 
predetermined processing from a random access memory RAM 2002 of fig 2, as a 
working area that can be input from via input means scanner 2070 of fig 3, which 
includes input keys as shown in fig 4, col.4, lines 30-40). 
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As to claim 7, Sato (859) further teaches network scanner (scanner 2070 of fig 
3), wherein the operating panel (operation unit 2012 of fig 4) includes a touch panel 
(LCD touch panel 2013 of fig 4) that serves as both the input means (soft and hard keys 
as shown in fig 4) and display means, (2013 of fig 4), and the control means displays 
(LCD display 2013 of fig 4) a keyboard containing a plurality of keys for entering 
characters when an entry of a file name is invited on a screen for designating a 
processing condition, (operation unit 2012 includes an LCD 2013 on which touch panel 
sheet adhered to screen, and plural soft and hard keys for selecting positional 
information when a soft key is depressed, so that a file name entry is can be made on 
the display means 2013, wherein soft keys is output to CPU 2001 of the controller unit 
200 through operation unit l/F 2006, see col.6, lines 16-30). 

As to claim 8, Sato (859) further teaches a network scanner (network scanner 
2070 of fig 3) further comprising a recording unit for printing said read data (a network 
scanner 2070, comprise a printing unit 2095 of fig 3, for printing read out data, col. 5, 
lines 42-46). 

With respect to claim 9, Sato (859) teaches a network scanner (scanner 2070 of 
fig 3) for reading an original document and forwarding read data to a designated 
terminal connected to a network, (scanner 2070 of fig 2, read document for warding 
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data to a printer 2095 which is a designated terminal for printing out the read data, 
input/output terminal col. 5, lines 42-46, and col.4, lines 16-20) comprising: 

a reading unit (scanner unit 2070 of fig 3) for reading an original document by 
scanning and generating corresponding image data (col. 5, lines 47-55); 

a transmission data composing unit (image compression unit 2040 of fig 2) for 
processing said image data into transmission data, (image compression unit 2040 of fig 
2, performs converting and compression and decompression process according to 
designated formats for processing data into a transmission data, col. 5, lines 24-30); 

a network control unit (network control unit 1 04 of fig 1 ) for forwarding said 
transmission data to a plurality of terminals connected to said network, (control unit 104 
of fig 1, controls the entire operation of image processing unit 101 including 
transmission unit 107 of fig 1 , for forwarding data to plurality of web-server 103 via LAN 
or WAN network; col.3, lines 59-65); 

an operating panel (operation panel 2012 of fig 4) including a display unit (LCD 
display 2013 of fig 4) and a plurality of input keys (operation panel 2012 of fig 4, 
includes an LCD display 2013 on which a touch panel to the screen, and plural keys 
2014-2017, as shown in fig 4, see col.6, lines 16-25); and a control unit (CPU 201 of fig 
2) for controlling actions of said reading unit, (scanner 2070 of fig 3) transmission data 
composing unit, (2040 of fig 2) network control unit (104 of fig 1) and operating panel 
(2012 of fig 4, as discussed in col.5, line 32-40, CPU 201 of the controller unit 200 of fig 
2 entirely controls access of the various devices connected to the system bus 2007 on 
the basis of corresponding the control program, therefore CPU 201 controls the 
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scanner 2070, composing unit 2040, network control unit 101, and operation panel 2012 
of fig 2); 

wherein said display unit (operation unit 2012 of fig 4) is adapted to list choices of 
said terminals (web-server 1 03 of fig 1) and image processing conditions while said 
input keys (213-218 of fig 4) are adapted to allow selection of said terminals and image 
processing conditions under control of said control unit (CPU 201 of fig 2), (as 
discussed in col.4, lines 47-59). 

Sato fails to explicitly disclose a choice of terminal according to the acquired 
processing condition. 

Inaba (327), in the same area of image forming and processing system, teaches 
a choice of terminal according to the acquired processing condition, (when the recording 
key has been selected [step 702 of fig 7] recording condition are set [step S703 of fig 7], 
and reader unit 1 reads the original document, thereafter data is transmitted to the 
external storage device 6 of fig 7, based on the recording condition, such as number 
pages, the size of paper and like, see col.5, lines 1 5-28, and see also col. 6, lines 1 5- 
20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Sato (859) 
to include: a choice of terminal according to the acquired processing condition. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified image processing device Sato (859) by the 
teaching of Inaba (327), for the following reasons: (a) It would have provide a simplified 
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setting of image processing system with an effective job control method having a multi 
function device which includes a copier, a facsimile, a scanner and a printer that can 
communicate with a plurality external apparatuses, as suggested by Inaba (327). 

Therefore, it should be clear to one skilled in the art that anyone of a wide variety 
of a multifunction processing (MFP) and communication devices can be similarly 
employed to accomplish this desired result without depending from the teaching of the 
present invention. 

However, Sato '859' in combination with Inaba '327' still dose not teach a 
processing condition which includes file format inputted on operation panel. 

Koga '794' in the same area of information processing apparatus as shown in fig 
1 , discloses or teaches processing condition which includes file format inputted on 
operation panel, (processing condition corrector 116 serves to set and correct the area 
to-be-processed, scanner input ("scan image") conditions, recognition conditions, output 
conditions, etc. through the operation panel 1501 of fig 15, including mouse 125 or the 
keyboard 126, also a he scanner used to input conditions include such input conditions 
as the resolution of a scanner, the conditions include such conditions as a character 
size, a character pitch, character sorts (handwritten or printed, and Japanese, symbols, 
numerals or English), a font type and vertical or lateral writing in the document to-be- 
recognized. The output conditions include such conditions as the presence or absence 
of a space output, the presence or absence of a new-paragraph output and an output 
file format (text, word processor or TEX). The format "TEX" is a kind of page descriptive 
language developed by Donald Knuth, col.7, lines 27-44). 
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Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified image processing device Sato (859) 
and Inaba (327), as further combined with Koga '794' for the following reasons: (a) It 
would have provide a simplified setting of image processing system with an effective job 
control method having a multi function device which includes a copier, a facsimile, a 
scanner and a printer that can communicate with a plurality external apparatuses. 

As to claim 10, Sato (859) further teaches further teaches a network scanner 
(scanner shown in fig 2 and 3), wherein said display unit (operation panel 2012 of fig 3) 
comprises a touch panel that provides at least one of said input keys (operation unit 
201 2 of fig 3, includes display LCD touch panel 201 3 of fig 4 and a various of keys 
2014-2017 as shown in fig 4, see col.6, lines 16-25). 

As to claim 1 1 , Sato (859) further teaches a network scanner (scanner as shown 
in fig 2-4), wherein said image processing conditions include at least one of a member 
of group consisting of a file name, file format, resolution power, density, original 
document size, copy size and image processing method for said image data, (scanner 
image processing unit 2080 of fig 2, performs a processing condition such as resolution 
conversion and selecting various sheet sizes, col. 5, lines 19-25 and col.6, lines 6-15). 
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As to claim 12, Sato (859) further teaches a network scanner (scanner 2070 of 
fig 2 and 3), wherein said transmission data is transmitted as electronic mail (the data 
can be transmitted by electronic mail via web client 109 and 109, see col.6, lines 57-62). 

As to claim 13, Sato (859) further teaches a network scanner (scanner 2070 of 
fig 2 and 3), wherein said network scanner is incorporated with a function of a facsimile 
machine, (a scanner 2070 of fig 2 and 3, read document and transfer scanned data to 
external device facsimile via modem 2050 in connection with LAN/WAN network 
interface 201 1/2051 of fig 2, via controller 200 fig 2, [200 acts as multifunction device], 
col.4, lines 20-27). 

As to claim 14, Sato (859) further teaches a network scanner (as shown in fig 2 
and 3) further comprising a recording unit for printing said image data (scanner 2070 of 
fig 3, includes printer 2095 of fig 3, col. 5, lines 35-40). 

As to claim 15, Sato (859), further teaches a network scanner (scanner 2070 of 
fig 2 and 3) wherein said network scanner is incorporated with a function of a copier (a 
controller unit 200 acts as a multi function device which has a copying function a print 
function, see col.4, lines 21-24). 
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Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NEGUSSIE WORKU whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9A-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Negussie Worku/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
/Edward L. Coles/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



